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Director’s Desk
Psalm 65:11 — “Thou crownest the year 

with Thy goodness”

As we stand at the threshold of another 
year—or look back upon the one that has 
passed—David’s words in Psalm 65 lift 
our eyes to the God who sits enthroned 
above time, who orders the seasons, who 
governs every day we have lived.

When David says, “Thou crownest the 
year with Thy goodness,” he is declaring 
something extraordinary. God Himself 
encircles, surrounds, and completes our 
year with His gracious favour. Even when 
we have not understood His ways. Even 
when the year has held trials…

Even when our path has been rough, 
God’s goodness has been the crown over 
it all.

A year is not a random collection of events. 
It is a story God has written. And when 
He brings it to its end, He crowns it with 
His goodness—He seals it, finishes it, and 
marks it as His work. A crown is a symbol 
of glory. David is telling us that the glory 
of the year is not our accomplishments, 
our plans, or our strength. The glory of any 
year is the goodness of God displayed in 
our lives.

If there is a crown, there is a King! The 
year does not rule us—God rules the year.

Seasons do not direct us—God directs the 

seasons.
The future 

is not in the 
hands of 
uncertainty—
it is in the hands 
of the King who 
crowns the year. The 
coming year is unknown to us—but fully 
known to Him. 

If He has been faithful through all our 
yesterdays, 

We can trust Him for all our tomorrows.
The calendar turns, the seasons change, 

and time marches on, but the goodness of 
God remains the constant crown over our 
lives.

Look back — and see His hand.
Look around — and see His mercy.

Look ahead — and see His promises.

“Thou crownest the year with Thy 
goodness.”

May we walk into this year confident 
that the God who begins with goodness 
will also end with goodness—because His 
goodness never fails.

Thank you for your continued prayers 
and support for the work of God over 
another year. 
Keith Lindsay
Acre Mission Director
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TOM Geddis was the 
most remarkable Chris-
tian I have ever known. 
He was humble, despite 
his many gifts; gracious 
in his life; courteous in 
his manner; and gener-
ous to the needy, to the 
church, to missions, and 
to countless of God’s 
servants around the 
world.  
Tom was always in-

dustrious in his work, 
focused on his mission, 
and had a lot of humour 
into his life. In Novem-
ber 1966, Tom and Ethel 
went to Brazil. We were 
extremely blessed to 
have great colleagues 
and role models in what 
we called “the Acre fam-
ily.” Although Tom’s 
passing means we are 
saying farewell to an-

other colleague, their 
impact lives on through 
the ongoing work of 
our Acre missionaries, 
which has touched and 
transformed the lives of 
hundreds through the 
power of the Gospel.  
The same motivations 

that inspired the apostle 
Paul were evident in the 
life of Dr. Tom Geddis: 
Tom was saved by grace, 
lived by faith, served 
by love, was sustained 
through his long illness 
by God’s peace, and 
died in the blessed hope 
of the Gospel.  
As a young boy, Tom 

trusted Jesus Christ as 
his Saviour at home. Af-
ter studying at Method-
ist College in Belfast, he 
graduated in medicine 
from Queen’s Universi-

ty. While at Queens in 
June 1954, news came 
of the sudden death of 
Ina Orr, the wife of mis-
sionary Fred Orr. Only 
29 years old, Ina had 
died of a fever while 
travelling on a tributary 
in Brazil’s Amazon. Her 
testimony had touched 
Tom while he was still 
a student, and her death 
motivated him to be-
come a missionary.  
Ethel Elliott caught 

Tom’s eye while he was 
still in grammar school, 
and they became a cou-
ple when they were just 
15 years old. Tom grad-
uated from Queens in 
June 1958, and he and 
Ethel were married the 
following July.  
With aspirations to 

go to Brazil, Tom de-
veloped many surgical 
skills and earned degrees 
in obstetrics and tropi-
cal medicine, which he 
used extensively to bless 
hundreds of patients. Af-

“The same motivations that 
inspired the apostle Paul 
were evident in the life of  

Dr Tom Geddis”

The remarkable life of

Dr Tom Geddis OBE
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ter completing his 
medical studies and 
gaining experience, 
Tom and Ethel sailed 
to Brazil with James 
and Dorrie Gunning 
in November 1966. 
Tom’s life was both 

amazing and amus-
ing. He had a sharp 
sense of humour, but 
it often backfired on 
him. In November 
1967, Audrey and 
I received a letter 
from Tom in which 
he teased us by jok-
ingly writing, “We 
are living here with 
the field leader, and 
we have some inside 
information for you 
and Audrey. James 
has decided that he’s go-
ing to send you both to 
a town called Tarauacá. 
It is the most westerly 
town in Brazil and is no-
torious for its violence 
and danger. It was said 
that some missionaries 
had gone there, but none 
had ever returned. We 
will be praying for you 
as you face this danger-
ous mission.”  
Two months later, Tom 

received an invitation 
to visit the Governor of 
Acre State at his palace 

in Rio Branco. 
The Governor, having 

learned that Tom was a 
medical doctor, asked if 
he would accept a con-
tract to work in Acre. 
Tom hesitated and ex-
plained that although 
he was a doctor, he had 
not revalidated his qual-
ifications. The governor 
assured Tom that they 
would cover everything. 
Sensing this could open 
a door for the Gospel 
for him and Ethel, he 
agreed to accept the 

government contract. 
To his surprise, the 
Governor then said, 
“We would like you to 
go to the town called 
Tarauacá!” This was 
the very town Tom 
had jokingly suggest-
ed we might be sent 
to.  
Tom and Ethel 

moved to Tarauacá in 
March 1968. Initially, 
they did not attempt to 
establish a church. In-
stead, Tom focused on 
building a reputation 
by working diligently 
at an old health post 
and a dilapidated thir-
teen-bed hospital. The 
people of the town 

had never seen another 
doctor like him; he treat-
ed the sick, performed 
surgeries, delivered ba-
bies, and even created 
a makeshift contraption 
with ropes, weights, 
and pulleys to provide 
traction for an elderly 
woman who had broken 
her femur. Tom was both 
innovative and coura-
geous. His medical work 
gained fame throughout 
the state and beyond, at-
tracting people who trav-
elled from the capital to 

Tom and Ethel

Continues on page 6
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consult him in Tarauacá.  
Within months, Tom 

purchased an old house 
which held their first 
evangelical meetings. In 
addition to treating the 
sick in town, we trav-
elled for weeks along 
the surrounding tribu-
taries to evangelize and 
provide medical care. 
Missionaries from the 
New Tribes Mission 
came for consultations, 
and pilots from Mission-
ary Aviation Fellowship 
often flew in sick Indig-

enous people for Tom’s 
attention. Throughout 
this time, Ethel was busy 
with the children’s min-
istry at the church and 
providing hospitality to 
visiting missionary pa-
tients. Tom’s reputation 
and influence were such 
that when he and Ethel 
returned to Tarauacá 
from furlough, most of 
the town came out to 
welcome them at the 
airstrip. Even the Gov-
ernor of Acre remarked 
that Tom received a 

better reception 
than he did. We 
could share many 
more amazing 
and amusing sto-
ries about Tom’s 
accomplishments 
in Acre, but space 
does not allow for 
it.  
Tom and Ethel 

continued their 
work in Tarauacá 
until June 1985. 
By that time, they 
had established a 
large church with 
an overflowing 
congregation. One 
individual who 

stayed by their 
side throughout 

those years was Luci-
mar.  Ethel led her to  
Christ as a young girl 

and Lucimar learned a 
great deal from them.  
Even after returning 

home, Tom made regu-
lar visits to Acre. How-
ever, after a few years, it 
became clear that Ethel 
had a terminal illness. 
She fought bravely until 
she completed her earth-
ly journey and went to 
be with the Lord on Jan-
uary 22, 1999. Tom and 
Ethel were a great team, 
and the Health Post in 
Tarauacá is named in 
Ethel’s memory and 
honour.  
Tom remained a wid-

ower for the following 
nine years, during which 
he served as President 
of the Mission, making 
frequent visits to Bra-
zil and representing the 
Mission locally. In 2001, 
he was honoured with an 
OBE by Her Majesty the 
Queen at Buckingham 
Palace.  
After retiring from sec-

ular employment, his 
visits to Brazil became 
more frequent and lasted 
longer. During this time, Tom and Lucimar
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Tom and Lucimar fell 
in love, and they were 
married in July 2008 at 
the Immanuel Baptist 
Church in Rio Branco, 
Acre. Tom and Lucimar 
continued their evange-
listic outreach in various 
schools and prisons in 
Acre until they eventu-
ally returned to North-
ern Ireland. Even while 
absent from Brazil, they 
continued to provide Bi-
bles and Christian litera-
ture for schools and sup-
ported many Brazilian 
pastors.  
The past few years 

were difficult for Tom. 
He suffered two separate 
falls in which he broke 
his femur. After surgery 
in 2023, he endured two 
and a half years of pain, 
suffering, and repeated 
infections. Neverthe-
less, Tom and Lucimar 
remained focused on the 
sovereign will of God.  
Throughout their years 

together we admired 

Lucimar’s devotion and 
love for her beloved Tom 
and the exceptional care 
she provided for him. Af-
ter enduring prolonged 
weeks and months of 
increasing weakness, 
Tom passed away in 
the blessed hope of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ 
on Sunday, November 
9. He always wanted to 
be at church on Sundays, 
but this became impos-
sible during his last year 

of life. However, on his 
last Sunday, he went to 
be in the house of the 
Lord forever.  
On behalf of all his col-

leagues in Acre Gospel 
Mission and the many 
pastors and workers in 
Brazil, we express our 
sincere sympathy and 
condolences to Lucimar, 
assuring her of our con-
tinued love and prayers. 

 Victor Maxwell

“Tom was both innovative and courageous. 
His medical work gained fame throughout the 

state and beyond...”

Dr Tom Geddis receiving his OBE from the Queen
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My encounter with 

         Jesus
I BELIEVE Jesus has al-
ways been with me and I 
believe that the Lord nev-
er leaves us even though 
we think He has aban-
doned us, even though 
we have abandoned him. 
I was raised as a Roman 

Catholic, I went to cat-
echesis, and I did my first 
communion. When my 
grandmother died, I was 
a teenager and I walked 
away from God, I left the 
catechesis and the RC 
church. I never wanted to 
have anything to do with 
religion anymore. 
 I went through teenage 

years doing crazy things 
as most teenagers do, but 
I rebelled and did many 
wrong things. Even in 
this state of mind, I fin-
ished my university de-
gree in Social Commu-
nication. My life was full 
of ups and downs.  I got 
pregnant and began to 

pray to the Lord but the 
way the  Roman Catho-
lics do.  I was told my 
wee daughter could have 
the Edwards Syndrome, a 
very rare disease and she 
could die even before be-
ing born. 
I asked so much God to 

help…and He did : she 
is now 16 years old and 
healthy and beautiful. 
But my encounter with 

Jesus came later, even 
though He had answered 
my prayers. I had always 
had negative thoughts, a 
pessimistic attitude, lots 
of fears, difficulties in 
sleeping, insecurity and 
traumas to heal. 
I remember that one 

day, after I had spoken 
with a childhood friend  
whom I had not spoken 
with for many years , I 
asked her to pray with me 
to get rid of my “night 

monsters” and that night 
I felt asleep listening to a 
lovely praise song. This 
was the start of the jour-
ney that took me to the 
Saviour. The praise song 
was saying :“Quiet your 
soul, Let your heart listen 
to His voice”. And the 
Lord did it. My anxiety 
started to diminish and I 
started to sleep well.  
This praise song gave 

me the willingness to 
know more about other 
praise songs and these 
praise songs made me 
want to know more about 
Jesus. And this curiosity 
made me want to have a 
relationship with Jesus. 
I went to an Evangelical 

church in Cascais (north 
Lisbon) with my cousin 
. There I heard another 
praise song “The Victory 
Is Yours !” and this song 
changed my life because 
then I really wanted an 

“I asked so much God to help…and He did”
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encounter with Jesus. 
I started to go to the 

Evangelical Church of 
Santo André where Pas-
tor Aroldo welcomed 
me with open arms.  He 
started to point me to Je-
sus with lots of patience 
as I asked MANY ques-
tions, about God and 
many other topics, as any 
new saved person would 
do. I gave my life to the 
Lord but I still have many 
questions and doubts but 
the Lord is working in 
my life and my good re-
lationship with Him is 
growing day by day. 
I was baptized on the 

25th of September, 2022. 
This is one of the greatest 
days of my life, the day 
I told the world I had re-
ceived Jesus as my Lord 
and Saviour. It is such a 
great feeling, it is hard to 
describe the great peace 
I felt in my heart on that 
day. And this is this peace 
I want to feel every day. 
I am now a happier per-

son who has Jesus in her 
life. Yet the battles con-
tinue, but as He says: “In 
this world you will have 
trouble. But He adds  
“ But take heart! I have 

overcome the world” 
(John 16:33). 

Therefore, even though 
there are many trials, 
I know I am not alone 
and I have His word to 
encourage me.  I can do 
all this through him who 
gives me strength.” Phi-
lippians 4:13 
Marisa is Portuguese 

and started to come on a 
regular basis during Cov-
id time. 
She has a great testimo-

ny on how the Lord saved 
her. One of her current 
battle is to see her family 
saved. Nobody is saved 

from her close family 
(neither her husband, nor 
his or her parents). 
Her daughter goes to the 

Young People Club every 
Friday evening but is not 
saved. 

Pray with Marisa so 
that she would see her 

family saved. 

Pray for the 
Portuguese people and 
their need of salvation.
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Thankful for the 
          open door...

Psalm 106:1  
“Praise ye the lord.  

O Give thanks unto the 
Lord; for He is good: 

for His mercy endureth 
forever”

WE would like to take 
the opportunity to say a 
big thank you for your 
continued prayers and 
support for the work 
in the schools here in 
Manaus. 
Each Tuesday, Wednes-

day, and Thursday we 
continue to teach in 
the Benicio Leão and 
Trigueiro Schools. 

We are very grateful to 
the Lord for this open 
door. Many schools are 
now no longer allowing 
the teaching of God’s 
Word. Our desire is that 
the Lord continues to 
give us the health and 
strength for the work. 
In most of the class-

rooms in the Benicio 
Leão school we encoun-
ter autism in a number of 
the children. 
These children are ac-

companied by a teacher 
and they pay great atten-
tion to the teaching of 
God’s Word.  

Many of you have 
prayed for our ministry 
for many years and we 
want to sincerely thank 
you. 
Please pray for Eliana’s 

health.
Pray for the salvation 

of the children in the 
schools.
Pray that the door will 

be kept open into the 
schools.
Pray for the salvation 

of the teachers.

Eliana and  
Ariana Costa
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Serving the Lord in 

Lajes Pintadas, North East Brazil

Grace and Peace to 
our beloved brothers 

and sisters!

WE are serving the Lord 
at the Baptist Congrega-
tion of Lajes Pintadas.
I want to give a brief 

history of the last three 
months of work, reflect-
ing an overview of what 
we are developing here.
Recently we held a con-

ference to celebrate the 
25th anniversary of the 
church’s construction. 
Pastor Marcelo Alex 
preached, and we had 
the participation of sev-
eral churches (Campo 
Redondo, Malhada Ver-
melha, Santa Cruz, and 
Serra do Doutor). We 
also had a good. Number 
of visitors attending.
Every month, during 

the first week, we hold a 
week of prayer. The goal 
is to develop the habit of 
group prayer and inter-
cession for one another.
We are also conduct-

ing evangelistic work, 
distributing leaflets and 
visiting unbelievers to 
share the gospel with 
them. I am grateful for 
everyone’s receptive-
ness. However, hardness 
of heart creates a great 
barrier to salvation! De-
spite the hardness of our 
hearts, the Lord has hon-
ored us through the con-
version of young Kelli-
son, who is with us. Pray 
for his spiritual growth.
Monthly, we hold evan-

gelistic programs and 
public worship services 
and work with children, 
both in our home.
Regarding our family, I 

ask for your prayers for 
our health. Lately, we 
have been facing some 
difficulties in this area. 
We need to have some 
tests done and we are 
counting on divine prov-
idence.
I want to conclude this 

brief report by once 
again thanking  you for 
your prayers and contin-
ued support for the Pas-
tors here in Brazil.
“Praise the Lord, for he 

is good; his love endures 
forever.” Psalm 118:1.

Márcio Maciel and 
family
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Pastors’ Conference    in North East Brazil

Raimundo Nonato: 
Market evangelism in Manaus
Please pray for Raimundo as he has recent-
ly been in hospital to have a pacemaker fit-
ted to his heart. Raimundo is now 85 years 
old and has a great passion for evangelism. 
Pray for his wife Suzana who is also unwell 
and his daughter Suzana Cristina who is 
having treatment for breast cancer. 

Pastor Cesar & Sulamita: 
Manaus. Bairro Novo Congregation
We are very thankful to the Lord for our trip 
to Northern Ireland in November. It was 
such a blessing and encouragement to meet 
so many people who have prayed for and 
supported the work of the mission for many 
years. Thank you to all who have support-
ed Crafty Bits and Bobs Flower ministry. 
This keeps the work in Bairro Novo going 

over the year with food parcels, clothes 
and shoes for the children as well as some 
treats at Christmas and during the year. We 
now have 125 children and over 20 adults 
attending the meetings. Please pray for the 
salvation of these young lives. 

Pastor Carlos Alberto and Family. 
Manuel Urbano, Acre.
We ask payer for the health of our family 
at the minute. We have a number of visi-
tors attending the church and we would like 
to see them coming through for the Lord. 
Pray for the pastoral ministry here and for 
leadership qualities in the church. A number 
of people have applied for baptism and we 
hope to conduct this soon. We are deeply 
grateful for your prayers and are aware that 
they move the heart of God and result in 
rich blessing. 
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Pastors’ Conference    in North East Brazil

Pastor Diego and Family: 
Souza, Paraiba, NE Brazil.
We continue to thank you for your prayers 
and encouragement in the work here in Sou-
za.  Please pray for the children’s ministry 
called “Faith Kids” every Sunday morning. 
WE are hoping to commence discipleship 
classes with Mayckon, Jose and Aparecida. 
We would like to see others investing time 
in this also. Pray that we will know a life 
of holiness, wisdom and health to serve the 
Lord here. 

Pastor Lucas and Family. 
Souza, Paraiba NE Brazil.
We have been offered some ground to build 
a church building on through the city hall. 
Please pray that this will go through quick-
ly and smoothly. Pray for a baptismal ser-
vice that we will have soon. It is encourag-

ing to see new converts going through wit 
the Lord in their lives. Thanks for all your 
prayers and support. 

The Pastors in Rio Grande do Norte have 
just completed their conference together in 
Bom Fim near Natal. They had a number 
of days fellowship and sharing and great 
times of prayer for the ongoing works that 
they are involved in. Thank you for praying 
for each of the pastors and their families. 
Continue to pray for the special outreach-
es over Christmas and the New Year. Pray 
for the radio ministry that reaches into so 
many home of people who would not attend 
church. Psalm 126. They that sow in tears 
shall reap in Joy. He that goeth forth weep-
ing, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless 
come again with rejoicing. 
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I fled Ukraine and found

  refuge in Portugal

MY name is Serhii An-
typenko, and I’m from 
the city of Chernihiv in 
northern Ukraine. I fled 
with my family to Portu-
gal when the war broke 
out in 2022 - My wife, 
Olya, our eight-year-old 
daughter, my mother, 
and two grandmothers 
all ended up in the Al-
garve — about 4,000 km 
away from our home-
land — probably the 
furthest possible place 
we could be in Europe 
from home.
The reason we chose 

Portugal was because I 
have an uncle who has 
been living in the city 
of Loulé (Algarve) for 
more than 25 years. Be-
ing the only relative we 
had outside of Ukraine, 
it was our only hope of 
refuge. Those were in-
credibly difficult times, 
and the memories of flee-

ing the bombs and the 
advancing Russian army 
are still painful. Por-
tugal became our only 
hope of survival. We 
had to leave everything 
behind and begin to re-
build our lives in a for-
eign land. Three and a 
half years on, and with 
each passing day we be-
gin to feel that Portugal 
is our home.
I became a Christian 

when I was 16 years 
old after coming across 
a Bible my mother had 
been given many years 
earlier. My family were 
all nominal Orthodox 
Christians but had no 
understanding of what 
it truly meant to be a 
follower of Jesus. From 
an early age, I was 
convinced of the exist-
ence of God, but I knew 
nothing about having 
a personal relationship 

with Him. When I be-
gan reading the Bible, I 
couldn’t put it down — I 
devoured it from cover 
to cover. Without any-
one explaining it to me, 
simply through reading, 
I came to understand 
that I was a sinner who 
needed to repent of my 
sins and trust Jesus as 
my Saviour, which I did 
before ever stepping in-
side a church.
After giving my life 

to the Lord, I sought 
out other Christians for 
fellowship and imme-
diately began serving 
God in that context. I 
loved studying the Bi-
ble and sharing it with 
others, evangelizing my 
friends. Some were will-
ing to listen, while oth-
ers thought I had gone 
crazy. From the moment 
I became a Christian, I 
felt God calling me to go 
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deeper into His Word, 
and He opened the door 
for me to study theology 
at a Bible school in Kiev. 
After finishing my stud-
ies, I began serving as an 
assistant pastor in a new 
youth church in my city. 
At that point, I thought 
I would spend the rest 
of my life serving God 
in Ukraine. Little did I 
know that within a few 
weeks, my whole world 
would be turned upside 
down.
When we fled to Portu-

gal, I thought my minis-
try was over. I couldn’t 

imagine how I could 
possibly continue serv-
ing God so far away 
from home.
As soon as I arrived 

in Portugal, I searched 
online for Ukrainian 
churches but couldn’t 
find any. However, I 
did find the Internation-
al Evangelical Church 
of the Algarve (IECA) 
and decided to visit on 
my very first Sunday in 
Portugal. Incredibly, not 
only did I feel immedi-
ately at home there, but 
I also met many other 
Ukrainians who were 

refugees like me, and I 
quickly connected with 
them.
I found a job locally 

as a gardener to sup-
port my family, though 
I always longed to serve 
God by teaching His 
Word. At that time, there 
was no specific ministry 
for the Slavic communi-
ty at IECA, so in my free 
time, I felt compelled 
by God to begin lead-
ing Bible studies and 
organizing fellowship 
gatherings for the Slavic 
members of our church. 
Over time, the group 
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began to grow, and the 
leadership of IECA rec-
ognized the need for a 
full-time Slavic pastor. 
I was asked to leave my 
job and join the ministry 
team full-time.
This was an incredible 

confirmation of God’s 
calling on my life — to 
continue teaching His 
Word to my own people, 
though in a place I nev-
er imagined. I have now 
been pastoring the Slav-
ic group for three years, 
and it has been amazing 
to see all that God has 
done.
The church began a 

special fund to help 
refugees arriving from 
Ukraine. Through it, we 
were able to rent a house 
to provide free accom-
modation, food, and 
clothing for new arrivals 
as they found their feet 
and adjusted to life in 
Portugal. My initial role 
was to oversee this min-
istry and help refugees 

integrate into their new 
surroundings. Most of 
the refugees were wom-
en with small children, 
and over the past two 
years, more than 60 peo-
ple have benefited from 
this support.
Today, our Slavic 

group includes not only 
Ukrainians but also 
Latvians, Belarusians, 
and even Russians. It 
is certainly a challenge 
to pastor such a diverse 
group, but my wife and I 
count it a great privilege 
and blessing to serve 
God in this way — pro-
viding spiritual nourish-
ment and emotional and 
psychological support to 
those who have lost so 
much.
We would greatly ap-

preciate your prayers as 
we continue to encour-
age one another and 
help refugees integrate 
into a new life in Portu-
gal. It is especially dif-
ficult for the children, 

who must learn a new 
language and study in 
Portuguese. We thank 
God for the opportunity 
to serve alongside Mark 
and Judith, Barry and 
Raquel, and Glenn. We 
work as one team with 
various ministries con-
nected to different lan-
guage groups.
As we look to the fu-

ture, our desire is to 
encourage those in our 
care to go deeper into 
God’s Word and to live 
lives that honour Him 
here in Portugal. We be-
lieve in the sovereignty 
of God and trust that, 
despite our suffering, He 
has a good purpose in 
placing us in this part of 
the world.

Thank you for  
standing with us in 

prayer.

Serhii, Olya, and 
Milana

“...our desire is to encourage those  
in our care to go deeper into God’s Word...”
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Opening hearts in
                     Tenerife

WE’VE been mis-
sionaries with Acre 
since February 2025 
and since then we and 
many others have had 
the feeling that God is 
moving here, opening 
hearts, bringing new 
ministries, giving us 
so many opportunities 

and working among his 
people.

We appreciate all your 
prayers so much and 
we feel their effective-

ness here. We’re seeing 
people coming to Jesus, 
lives being changed by 
His grace and people 

“We’re seeing people coming 
to Jesus, lives being changed 

by His grace...”

Continues on page 18
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and churches growing.

Over summer we had 
holiday bible club, kids 
camp and youth camp 
which were all a time of 
blessing and learning. 

On the 21st of Sep-
tember we had a com-
missioning service to 
welcome David as part 
time pastor in La Cues-
ta church and we’ve 

been serving there more 
intensely since then. 
Meeting with all the 
attendees, getting to 
know the people on a 
deeper level and talking 
with all the leaders.
The church is going 
through a period of tran-
sition because around 6 
months ago it came un-
der the guidance of a 
missional group called 

3|16 which consists 
of some missionar-
ies from Germany and 
other church workers 
here. Before their arriv-
al the church was very 
inward-looking, there 
wasn’t much outreach 
into the community or 
thought of having evan-
gelistic meetings but 
now we’re reforming 
the vision of the church 

“Over summer we had holiday bible club,  
kids camp and youth camp which were all a  

time of blessing and learning.”
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to reach as many people 
as possible through: 

1 - applying the gospel 
2 - showing grace and 
3 - having a missional 
mindset. 
On the 2nd of Novem-
ber we had our first 
evangelistic event in a 
rural house in the north 
of Tenerife. We had mu-
sic, food, a gospel mes-
sage and 10 baptisms. 
Over 200 people came 
and around 30%-40% 
were not christians. We 
had pastors and leaders 
to talk to people with 
questions and a further 
4 people showed inter-

est in being baptised. In 
a few months we will 
hold another event like 
this.
- Please pray for local 
church growth, that the 
people in leadership 
positions can reach the 
stage where they are 
able to disciple and care 
for other people.
- Pray that God would 
continue to touch peo-
ple’s hearts in Tenerife, 
bringing them to the 
truth of the gospel
- Continue to pray for 
our project Verdes Pas-
tos, we are raising mon-
ey to be able to buy a 
property to do youth 

camps, retreats and 
evangelistic events. 
We’ve raised €16,000 
so far and although 
we’ve been focused on 
pastoring the church 
these days, God contin-
ues to place the need for 
youth camps and young 
people on our hearts. 

THANK YOU SO 
MUCH FOR  

SUPPORTING US 
AND ALLOWING 

US TO BE PART OF 
THE ACRE FAMILY.

David &  
Rebecca Blanco

www.acregospelmission.org

office@acregospelmission.org

www.facebook.com/acreinternational

@acreinternational

+44 7710 506939     +44 2892 092039

FOR MORE INFORMATION
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“We continue to trust in Him who is 
able to do immeasurably more than 

all we ask or imagine.”

Weekly Schedules

• Sunday: 

At Sunday School, 
at 9:30 am, we have 
been studying the Bible 
chronologically since 

we arrived, using a very 
well-developed materi-
al from the New Tribes 
Mission of Brazil, called 
Firm Foundations. In the 
evening, we have our 
service at 7 pm, where 

we are studying the Gos-
pel of John in an exposi-
tory way.

• Tuesday: 

Prayer and doctrine ser-
vice. On this occasion, 

Passa é Fica. North East Brazil 

   Your labour is 
        not in vain…

“For from him and through him and to him are all things.  
To him be the glory forever! Amen.”  Romans 11:36

Greetings in Christ! With joy we share a little of what the Lord has 
been doing among us during this period. And we are grateful for 

your prayers, surely God has heard.
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My response
     I would like to receive your monthly Prayer Letter/Magazine.

     I would like a Gift Aid form.

     I have enclosed a gift of £ _________ to help present the Gospel 
message to the millions of people in Brazil, Portugal, Lanzarote and 
Northern Ireland.

Name	
Address	
                                                                  Postcode	
Email	

Please send to:

Acre International, 52A Halfpenny Gate Road,  
Moira, Co Armagh, BT67 0HP

we have been studying 
basic theology; up to this 
point, we have already 
seen Bibliology, Theol-
ogy, and, last Tuesday, 
we finished Christology. 
In the second part of the 
service, we dedicate our-
selves to prayer for the 
church and families.

• Thursday: 

We recently started 
a discipleship group. 
We have some brothers 
who are candidates for 
baptism and others who 
wish to become mem-
bers, although there are 
still some cases that 
need to be followed up 
more carefully. We ask 
for prayers for wisdom 
and guidance from the 

Lord in these processes.

• Friday: 

On Friday and Tues-
day afternoons, we clean 
the building and the an-
nex. Some brothers have 
been willing to help, and 
this time has also been 
one of fellowship and 
service.

Continues on page 22
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• Saturday: 

We have been devel-
oping the Children’s 
Bible Club. This work 
has been a challenge, es-
pecially because of the 
children’s irregularity, 

but we remain steadfast. 
Recently, we were able 
to acquire tables and 
chairs for the younger 
children—before, they 
watched the lesson and 
did the activities on the 
floor. We gathered the 

brothers and sisters, pre-
sented the need, and with 
everyone’s contribution, 
the Lord answered our 
prayer and blessed us 
with this resource.

We praise God for this!
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Plans and Prayer 
Requests
• We are organizing 

the baptism of some 
brothers and sisters for 
the month of January — 
please pray for this.

Our prayer  
requests:
◦ We ask that God save 

people in our city;
◦ For wisdom and dis-

cernment in leading the 
church;

◦ For the spiritual 
growth and maturity of 
the brothers and sisters;

◦ I ask for prayer for 
the life and health of my 
wife Adrielly and our 
son Héctor.

◦ we have a project to 
teach music and recorder 
to the children in 2026.

We continue to trust in 
Him who is able to do 
immeasurably more than 
all we ask or imagine.

“Therefore, my dear 

brothers and sisters, 
stand firm. Let noth-
ing move you. Always 
give yourselves fully to 
the work of the Lord, 
because you know that 
your labor in the Lord is 
not in vain.” — 1 Corin-
thians 15:58.

With gratitude,

Pastor Bruno  
Menezes and family



Dates For Your Diary

Zoom Prayer Meeting: 
First Monday of each month at 8pm via Zoom
Meeting ID: 4350810967     Code: 150967

Please join us for the 

New Year Conference  

in T3 Conference Centre,  
Vicryn, Moira Road Lisburn

 

SATURDAY 31ST January 2026

at 10.30am

Please join us as we begin the New Year! 

Tribute to Dr Tom Geddis 

Team reports from Brazil & Portugal
 

Singing by The Walker Sisters

Refreshments from 10am


