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D a t e s  f o r  Yo u r  D i a r y

3rd December: Christmas Praise

	 7:30 pm in the Faith Mission Centre, Portadown

	 Featuring Tamlaghtmore Silver Band and special singers

7th January: Revive Quiz

	 7:30 pm Connect Hall, Dromara

14th January: New Year Conference

	 10:30-12:30 T3 Conference Centre,

	 Vic Ryn, Moira Road, Lisburn

Mission Matters:
3rd Monday of each month at 8pm

Watch online via Facebook and Youtube

Zoom Prayer Meeting:
1st Monday of each month at 8pm via Zoom

Meeting ID: 435 081 0967	

Code: 150967

Acre Gospel Mission

30 Carnglave Manor, Spa, Ballynahinch

+44 7710 506939   |   +4428 9756 3200

NI Charity Number: NIC108390

Contact Details



D i r e c t o r ’ s

T h o u g h t  f o r  t h e  d a y

As we approach 2023, the Lord has 

been challenging my heart about vision. 

Helen Keller, a blind girl, once said that 

the worst thing to have was sight but no 

spiritual vision for a world that is lost in 

sin and needing a Saviour. 

Isaiah saw a vision of the Lord

In Isaiah Chapter 6, the prophet in v 

1-4 saw the Lord. He had a life changing 

vision. The throne of Judah had changed 

occupants, but God was still on the throne 

and in perfect control of all around. In an 

ever-changing world around us, we need 

to have a fresh vision of The Lord, the one 

who never changes! He is in control. 

Isaiah also saw a vision of himself

In verses 5-7. He pronounced woes on 

other people, but we see him now crying, 

“Woe is me!”. He confessed his sin, and 

the Lord cleansed him.  We need to keep 

close to the Lord. We have an enemy who 

wants to kill, steal and destroy but we are 

on the victory side. 

Isaiah also saw a vision of the Lost

In verses 8-13. True worship leads to 

service for God. God didn’t send Isaiah 

to a people who were receptive to his 

message, nor did God give him an easy 

message to preach. But he saw the need 

and was faithful in reaching out. 

We ask you to pray with us, as a 

mission, that God would keep the vision 

ever before us of a lost and dying world 

and that he would keep our eyes Ƥxed on 
Him. 

Thank you for your faithful prayers and 

support for the work of God through Acre 

International/ Acre Gospel Mission. It is 

deeply appreciated. 

Give Me A Vision, Lord, I Plead,

Vision of Souls And A World In Need:

Loved Ones And Friends, The One Next 
Door,

Then Let Me See There Are Millions 
More.

Give Me A Vision, Heart-Stirring Vision,

Open My Eyes, Lord, today; Show Me 
The Sighing,

Doomed And The Dying, Give Me A 
Vision, I Pray.



For many years now, there has been a 

faithful witness of the gospel standing at 

the main entrance to the market in the 

centre of the city of Manaus, known as 

the ‘Mercado Adolpho Lisboa’. Amidst 

the hustle and bustle of a busy market 

place, where people are buying and 

selling Ƥsh, fruit, vegetables and various 
other food and household items, a man 

can be seen standing at the entrance, 

handing out gospel literature, and 

speaking with the people as they pass by 

on their daily business. 

That man is called Raimundo Nonato, 

and since 2014, Raimundo has been 

faithfully carrying out this role, leaving his 

home in the early hours of the morning 

and making the journey to the market, 

ready to meet the people as they begin to 

arrive. Now at 82 years of age, Raimundo 

still carries on this work, and although his 

age now limits his abilities somewhat, 

his desire is still to be at his post and to 

spread the good news of the gospel. “It 

is with great joy that I do this work”, he 

writes, “and we have seen the hand of 

God at work whilst having conversations 

with the people”. “I am very grateful for 

the prayerful support of the brothers and 

sisters in Northern Ireland. It has been a 

great help and beneƤt to the work here”.

Of course, the evangelistic work at the 

market traces its origins much further 

back than 2014. In the book ‘When God 

Steps In’, written by Victor Maxwell, 
it is recorded that the outreach work 

at the market was started by two 

missionaries called Nell Shannon and 

Dulcie Robertson. They had undertaken 

this work for over thirty years, until, upon 

their retirement in 1983, they handed the 

running of the ministry over to the Acre 

Gospel Mission. 

F a i t h f u l  W i t n e s s  a t  t h e  M a r k e t 



At that time, Hazel Miskimmin had 

been working in the town of Labrea, but 

felt that her work there was coming to 

an end. When Victor and Audrey Maxwell 
spoke to her about the possibility of 

taking up the challenge at the market 

in Manaus, Hazel immediately accepted 

and was on her way to Manaus within a 

few days. Over the years that followed, 

Hazel faithfully stood at her spot at the 

market gateway, handing out tracts and 

speaking to passers-by about their need 

of salvation. Through Hazel’s dedication 

and faithfulness to this task, Allen Loney 

records of her work that “through this 

daily witness, Hazel had led hundreds of 

people to Jesus Christ”. Eventually, Hazel 

had to leave the work behind and travel 

home to Northern Ireland to care for her 

mother in her declining health. 

But there is no doubt that this ministry, 

which has been going on for over 70 

years, has touched the lives of many, and 

only Heaven will reveal the true extent of 
the fruit which has come from the faithful 

witness at the market. Please continue 

to pray for our brother Raimundo, as he 

continues this work, and that he too will 

have the joy of leading many more souls 

to the Saviour.



We were delighted this year to be 

able to welcome Pastor Diego to the 

Killyhevlin Autumn Break, which took 

place from 7th - 10th November. Pastor 

Diego had planned to attend back in 

2020, but when the Covid pandemic hit, 

everything had to be cancelled. We were 

truly blessed as he shared with us about 

his conversion, his call to ministry and 

more recently, his move from the town 

of São Paulo do Potengi, where he was 

pastor for 11 years, to the town of Sousa, 

in the neighbouring state of Paraíba, 

where he now pastors a church there, 

and has a desire to plant a new church 

within a new district of the town called 

Alto do Cruzeiro.

Diego arrived in Northern Ireland on 

28th October, after a 27 hour journey, 

which took him through London where 

he had to change from London Heathrow 

airport to London city airport. When 

he Ƥnally arrived in Belfast he said of 
this experience that it was ‘truly an 
adventure’! He didn’t have much of a 

chance to rest as he was speaking that 

night at the Kells prayer meeting, and 

then over the next 3 weeks spoke at 24 
diơerent meetings in various diơerent 
churches.

Pastor Diego was saved back in 2005, 

through the ministry of Pastor Elias (who 

now works in Beja, Portugal). In 2007 he 

went oơ to bible college to study more 
of God’s word, and to prepare himself 

for future ministry. Following his time 

there he returned to his home town and 

to the church he was saved in to be the 

assistant Pastor there. When Elias left for 

Portugal, Diego took up the role of full 

time Pastor in the church, a position he 

held for 11 years. During this time he saw 

the church grow, with a strong leadership 

in place, and a number of people trained 

up to run the various departments of the 

church, including the children’s work.

V i s i t  o f  P a s t o r  D i e g o 
f r o m  S o u s a ,  N E  B r a z i l



During his time there he began to do 

some outreach work in a town called 

Lajes do Cabugi, which is about 60 

kilometres from São Paulo do Potengi. As 

time progressed, he began to explore the 
idea that God was calling him to go to this 

town full time to start a new work there. 

However, after prayer and exploration 
of the possibility of going, God closed 

the doors to this potential new venture. 

God had other plans for Diego, and he 

was to receive a call to go to the church 

in Sousa, some 450 kilometres away 

from São Paulo do Potengi. This call was 

accepted, and in January of this year, 

he and his family moved to the town of 

Sousa to take up the work there.

Since going there, Diego has been 

teaching the church about the 

importance of church planting, and has 

himself been taking a course along with 

other pastors on the topic of church 

planting. A group from the church go 

every Saturday to the Alto do Cruzeiro 

district to do evangelistic work, and are 

praying that soon a small group will be 

formed there which will one day become 

a fully functioning church. 

Our hearts were truly blessed as we 

listened to the testimony of Diego, and 

the vision he has for reaching out into his 

local community, and we want to pray 

that God would continue to help Diego 

and his family in this new work, and that 

soon there would be many new converts 

in the town of Sousa.



Philippians 4:19: “But my God shall 

supply all your need according to his 

riches in glory by Christ Jesus”

My name is Pastor Walkênio, and I 

have been serving the Lord in the town 

of Montanhas now for 6 years. My wife’s 

name is Hadassa, and we have 2 girls, 

Sophia, who is 4 years old, and Rebeca, 

who is 1. 

In this church where we serve, we have 

a total of 32 people who attend each 

week. We praise and thank our God for 

His inƤnite grace and mercy upon our 
lives.

I want to thank each of you for your 

participation in this work, not only in the 

Ƥnancial support we receive, but also 
more importantly for the prayers which 

are a source of strength for our ministry 

here. We ask that you continue to pray 

for us here in this work.

We are involved in weekly ministry with 

the church, such as the prayer meeting, 

women’s meeting, Sunday school, and 

our Sunday worship meetings. As well 

as our regular church members, we 

also have many visitors who come and 

sit under the preaching of the gospel, 

perhaps you could pray for them. Their 

names are: Raquel, Raila, Deivid, Maria, 

Adalberto, Aparecida and Natanaeli. 

We are also just about to Ƥnish a bible 
study with some unbelievers, called 

Ives and Francielle. Another lady, called 

Cleide, has just Ƥnished a bible study in 
preparation for baptism in December. 

As well as the regular meetings we have 

in the church, at least once a month we 

have a meeting outside of the church 

also. This usually takes place in the home 

of one of our church members, and it is 

an excellent opportunity for those who 
don’t normally go to church to hear the 

gospel. It is sometimes hard however to 

get our church members to participate 

in the outreach events, and this is 

something which I have a desire to work 

on, and encourage the brethren here to 

be more involved. God willing I hope to 

run a series of bible studies on the topic 

of evangelism, which will hopefully teach 

our members about the importance of 

evangelising those around us.

M o n t a n h a s

P a s t o r  W a l k ê n i o 



Of course when in the Lord’s work, there 

will always be challenges and diƥculties. 
A lot of the work rests upon my shoulders 

as the church members haven’t stepped 

up to the task. On a weekly basis it is 

down to me to clean the church, and 

to open and close the building, as well 

as being fully responsible for all the 

meetings which take place.

We also have no one to play music for 

us for the hymn singing. And as I have 

already mentioned, we need more help 

with the outreach work. It is also a vision 

and desire of ours to be able to buy a 

piece of land so that we can build a church 

building and a manse. Currently, we are 

renting a place to worship and live in, and 

the church has been able to save a good 

percentage of the money needed, we 

just haven’t been able to Ƥnd a suitable 
plot of ground yet. We value your prayers 

for these various challenges. 

Thank you once again for praying for 

us, and may God continue to bless you as 

you support us in this way.

M o n t a n h a s  i s  a 

m u n i c i p a l i t y  i n  t h e  s t a t e 

o f  R i o  G r a n d e  d o  N o r t e  i n 

t h e  N o r t h e a s t  r e g i o n  o f 

B r a z i l .

Please pray:

•	 For more participation in the 

outreach events

•	 For the Bible study series

•	 For the building of a church manse



Any missionary endeavour will always 

involve looking for creative ways to 

convey the Good News of the Gospel 

to those who need to hear. However, 

Ƥnding some medium that will generate 
this opportunity is probably one of the 

biggest challenges a missionary will have 

to face; especially in a secular culture 

like that of Portugal where people avoid 

anything that is remotely associated 

with anything religious. For many years 

we asked God to give us some tool that 

would help us reach out to the local 

community; something that would bring 

people on site who are literally afraid to 

step foot onto a church property.

2014 was the year that God opened the 

door wide for us into the heart of our local 

community as we launched our very Ƥrst 
Bethlehem Village Experience. Without 
a doubt this yearly event has become 

our main and most eơective outreach 
event into the community with close to 

1000 people coming on site every year to 

witness the Christmas story over a period 

of 3 days. Why is Bethlehem village so 

eơective in this context?

Although most Portuguese people 

would not darken the door of any church 

whatsoever and normally bluntly refuse 

any invitation to any of our activities and 

services that we hold throughout the 

year, Bethlehem Village seems to remove 

all cultural and social barriers. The nativity 

is something that the Portuguese people 

still cherish, and it is normal to see nativity 

scenes on many roundabouts and even in 

shopping centres across Portugal. Mums 

and dads across the country will bring 

their Children to see nativity plays and 

most Portuguese still opt to decorate 

their homes with miniature nativity 

scenes over a Christmas tree! Even today 

in Portugal, Santa takes a back seat at 

Christmas and it is still “the baby Jesus” 

who brings the presents on Christmas 

Eve! 

The idea of Bethlehem Village then is 

to transform our site into an interactive 

enactment of the Christmas Story with 

live animals and human actors who play 

the key roles in the Biblical Christmas 

story. The Village on the Hill is literally 

transformed to look like the ancient 

village of Bethlehem where Jesus was 

born.

B e t h l e h e m  V i l l a g e
V a l e  J u d e u ,  P o r t u g a l



People arrive in droves and are greeted 

by the sound of the local Salvation Army 

band who are playing Christmas carols. 

The people are given a warm drink as 

they wait around Ƥre pits until they are 
divided up into groups of between 10-15 

people in either the English or Portuguese 

language. From there, guides all dressed 

in costumes lead the visitors up the hill 

through the torch lit winding paths of the 

Bible Garden to where menacing Roman 

soldiers are guarding the entrance to the 

village.

At the gates one of Caesar Augustus’ 

tax oƥcials is waiting to take the census 
and Ƥnd out if anybody has anything to 
declare that they plan to sell in the village 

market. From there the weary travellers 

are led into the village courtyard in 

search of a place to stay the night. They 

Ƥnd an Inn, but a sign on the door says 
no room! They are encouraged to knock 

on the door and a very grumpy innkeeper 

comes out and chases them away.

The journey proceeds through a series 

of interactive dramas from Herod’s 

palace, the shepherds minding their 

sheep out in the Ƥelds, the angelic hosts, 
the wise men in their Bedouin tent and 

Ƥnally into the church itself where a life 
size stable is erected where Mary and 

Joseph tell the story of how they came to 

give birth to their son in this lowly stable.



The whole event ends with a 5 minute 

video presentation of the Gospel and 

each person leaves with a bag full of 

sweets and carefully chosen Christian 

literature for them to take home. We 

also transform our marquee at the top 

of the hill into a Christmas market where 

people can buy food and bric a brac and 

all proceeds are divided between the 

local Salvation Army and our missionary 

Jill Kinsey and her shepherd boy project 

in Lesotho, Africa. 

Sadly over the past two years, due to 

Covid, we were unable to hold the event 

and we are really looking forward to 

being able to put it on again this year and 

rekindle the important opportunity this 

event gives us to connect with our local 

community. This year we will be running 

the event on the 2nd, 3rd and 4th of 

December rounding oơ the evening with 
an outdoor candlelight Christmas carol 

service. 

We would ask that you would pray for 

us as we set up the village and put on 

the whole event. Pray that God will use 

it to ignite some ƪame in the hearts of 
those who visit and that in God’s time, 

many will come to accept and know not 

the baby Jesus, but the one who died 

for their sins. The whole church comes 

together to make the event happen 

and it is also a great way of connecting 

the Portuguese and English part of our 

fellowship together. Many also use it 

as an opportunity to invite their non 

Christian friends and families. 

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son 

is given: and the government shall be 

upon his shoulder: and his name shall be 

called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty 

God, The everlasting Father, The Prince 

of Peace.

Isaiah 9:6

Please pray:

•	 For the setting up of Bethlehem 

village

•	 That God would use the event to 

reach people

•	 That many people would accept 

the invitation to attend













It is a great privilege for me to be able 

to share with you something of the work 

here in the town of Feijó, in the state of 

Acre, Brazil. We are working alongside 

the First Baptist Church of Feijó, and we 

thank God that the work here continues 

on well, with the help of our Heavenly 

Father.

We continue our outreach programs 

in the area, and we are also seeking to 

disciple the people of this region. In the 

town, we have several bible study groups, 

some are with men, others with the 

women, and we also have a study group 

for the young people and teenagers. Our 

weekly ministry with the boys and girls 

also continues well. 

We also have a ministry among the 

indigenous people who live in the 

rural areas within the region. We are 

speciƤcally working alongside two 
tribes, known as the Shanenawás and 

Kaxinawás people, and our church has 
been involved in this ministry there now 

for the past six years.

Some of their villages are quite 

close to our town, and others can 

only be accessed by boat. Within the 

Shanenawás group, we have seen a 

number of people converted, and we 

have been working with a young couple 

who have recently been converted and 

who are now preparing themselves for 

future ministry among their own people.  

Within the tribe of the Kaxinawá people 
there is a man there called Julio Nunes. 

He, along with his grandchildren, love to 

sing, and they sing hymns and worship 

songs in their own language, which is a 

great ministry to their local friends and 

neighbours.

In the Shanenawás village, we don’t 

yet have a church building there, and so 

we meet in one of their buildings, which 

F e i j ó ,  A c r e

P a s t o r  A g e u  A q u i n o  a n d  F a m i l y 



really only has a grass roof, and is open 

around the sides. But we praise God for 

this opportunity to go into the village and 

that they have given us this space to hold 

our meetings in. Please pray with us that 

more people from these tribes will trust 

in our Lord and Saviour.

I want to thank you for all your interest 

and prayers for the work here in this 

part of Brazil, we really appreciate your 

support for our ministry here in Feijó, 

and for the work among the indigenous 

people. We pray that God will continue to 

do a great work here for His honour and 

glory.

Feijó is a municipality in the centre of 

the state of Acre in the West of Brazil.

As of 2020, its population was 34,884. 

The total land area is 24,202 km².

Please pray:

•	 For the outreach programs

•	 For the Bible study groups

•	 For the Shanenawás and 

Kaxinawás people



It has often been said that when Charles 

Haddon Spurgeon, that well known 

preacher from the past, would take 

visitors on a tour around the London 

Metropolitan Tabernacle, the place 

where he ministered, he would always 

take the visitors on a tour of the boiler 

room. Perhaps those visitors thought 

they were going to see a boiler, and all its 

workings, which kept the church warm.

 However, when Spurgeon ƪung open 
the door, to the amazement of the 

visitors, there would be several hundred 

people on their knees in prayer. When 

people asked for the secret to his 

ministry, Spurgeon would always take 

them to see his ‘boiler room’, the place 

of prayer. Spurgeon said “if the engine 

room is out of action, then the whole 

mill will grind to a halt. We cannot expect 
blessing if we do not ask”. 

As a mission, we have been blessed 

down through the years to have had 

faithful prayer warriors, who have stood 

behind the mission and its workers in 

prayer. Each month, people gather in 

various locations around the country to 

lift up the needs of the mission to the 

Lord in prayer. Over the next number of 
editions of this magazine, we would like 

to introduce you to our ‘boiler rooms’, 

and the people who seek to keep them 

running month by month. 

In this edition, we will read of the Lurgan 

Prayer Meeting, in an article written by 

Rosemary Crozier, who opens up her 

home each month for the meeting.

“The Ƥrst meeting of the Lurgan Prayer 
Group was held in October 2006. There 

were thirteen of us and Stephen and 

Hetty Smith (former Acre missionaries), 

shared in the meeting. I had been 

thinking of starting a prayer group for 

some time but I kept putting it oơ. One 
night Keith Lindsay (Acre Co-ordinator) 

challenged me and said that I should 

start a prayer group in Lurgan, and this 

was the push I needed.

S u p p o r t i n g  o u r  m i s s i o n a r i e s  i n 

t h e  p l a c e  o f  p r a y e r



I asked a few friends if I started a 

prayer group would they come along, 

and each one said they would. We have 

had some great nights of prayer and 

fellowship, and have enjoyed having the 

Acre missionaries and various Brazilian 

pastors come and share at the meetings 

over the years. I would encourage you 

all to consider joining a prayer group, or 

even starting one up for yourself. If you 

would like to come to the Lurgan Prayer 

Group, you would be very welcome to 

join us (more details can be obtained 

from the mission oƥce). We meet on the 
fourth Monday of each month at 2.30pm 

and you will be richly blessed through 

spending this time with God’s people in 

prayer for the work of Acre”.

Here is a list of our other prayer 

meetings, if you would like further 

information please do get in touch:

Bangor:

First Friday of the month - 2.30pm

Carrickfergus:

Last Saturday of the month - 7.30pm

Kells:

Last Friday of the month - 8pm

Lisburn:

Last Thursday of the month - 8pm

Mid Ulster:

Last Tuesday of the month - 8pm

Omagh:

Third Thursday of the month - 8pm



Dr Tom and Lucimar Geddis keep 

in regular contact with the children’s 

workers in Rio Branco. One of those 

workers, Gleiciane, has sent the following 

report:

I want to give God the praise for His 

mercy upon my life each day and upon 

the work here in Rio Branco. We have 

received many blessings, and I want 

to share a little about what has been 

happening here.

On 6th October I had the privilege to 

teach a bible lesson in a public school 

here in Rio Branco. I was invited to 

go there by an 8 year old boy called 

Geovanny, who asked me that for his 

birthday gift he would like me to go there 

to his school and teach a lesson to his 

class. My heart was Ƥlled with joy to see 
such a demonstration of the love for the 

word of God. Straight away I accepted, 

and praise God the door has remained 

open for me to return another time.

C h i l d r e n ’ s  w o r k  i n  R i o  B r a n c o

I really want to thank Lucimar for 

her love for the work of God here, and 

because of her we are able to bless 

pastors and missionaries with literature, 

which has been instrumental in the 

salvation of souls, not only here in Rio 

Branco, but also in many other areas. 

We also have a children’s work called 

Jesus me ama (Jesus loves me) in the 

neighbourhood behind where I live. We 

meet every Wednesday at 15.30, and 

many have accepted Jesus Christ. One 

boy, the Ƥrst of the children to accept 
Jesus as his Saviour, lives at home with 

his family who are still unsaved. Please 

pray for salvation in this home. 

Thank you once again for your prayers 

for us here, and pray for the children, that 

many will come to Christ and grow up to 

be men and women of God.
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